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DOCTRINAL. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


A LETTER TO A FRIEND, 
On what is commonly denominated the *Fauu or ADAM,’ 
in which, all his posterity is supposed to have caught 
the disorder, called “ ORIGINAL SiN.” 


My Dear Srr—Notwithstanding you refused to send 
me Mr. Ballou’s Sermon on the New Birth, and threaten- 
ed me, upon the peril of your vengeance, not to read it, 1 
have obtained it and perused it twice, in less time than 
the printer set the types for a page ; and have proceeded 
thus far in punishing you for disobedience to my orders ; 
but what the length of the punishment will be, I cannot 
now foresee. However, I do not mean you shall do, as 
too many have done,—complain that, as a Judge,I am 
too lenient and merciful. So prepare yourself for forty 
stripes, save one ; i. e. for thirty mine pages large folio, 
small type. : a i ; 

On reading the sermon by friend Ballou, it immediate- 
ly occurred to my mind, that this New Birth or regenera- 
fion is declared by the orthodox, to be the instantaneous 
effect of c,rine miraculous power on the heart, and abso- 
Jutely nec/, sary to remove or cure the moral disorder, 
which ai, ccasioned by Adam’s Fall, and communica- 
ted by ofiinary generation to all his posterity. Hence it 
is of vast importance in the science of ethics, as well as 
theclogy ; for every man to be satisfied in his own mind, 
whether there be any ground from scripture and reason, 
to believe there was an action, event, Or any thing what- 
ever, in the life of old Adam, on which can be predicated 
such a change in his heart, mind and constitution, as a 
man, and a father of a race of creatures like himself, as 
the «bove doctrine of the Fall cha:zes upon him. 

Adam, it is contended, before tne supposed fall, was 
perfectly holy, just and pure ; a fit companion for any of 
the heavenly inhabitants ; his intellectual powers were 
strong and bright ; his affections pure and his whole heart 
devoted in love to God and good will to man. But im- 
mediately after the fall, his heart, affections, and whole 
moral frame became changed and corrupted—his intel- 
lects weakened, and his conscience, or sense of right and 
wrong darkened, so that he could only associate with dev- 
ils and damned spirits. Indeed, Adam was so changed 
and fallei, from the elevated rank for which he was orig- 
inally made, that he was unable to perform any duty what- 
ever,ashe might have done before. My friend, this, if 
true, is an awful situation for poor old Adam, and his 
unborn race; for the same divines tell us,that he being 
unclean, no clean thing coulddescend from him. Well, 
how is this in fact, according to evidence’? If this Fall 
of Adam took place du:ing a period of which we have any 
historical account,some mention would have been made 
ofit. Believing this to be an iadisputable fact,I have 
examined the first chapters of Genesis, where all that is 
known histo:ically of Adam and his conduct, is recorded ; 
and I shall endeavor to lay before you an abstract of my 
discoveries, relating to the common doctrine of original 
sin, fetal depravity, and the consequent inability to do any 
‘thing pleasing to God. 

Fyoin the great change for the worse which is supposed 
tohave taken place in our first parent, we should be led 
to conclude, that he must have been very unfit to fill the 
place for which he was primarily designed, in the creation 
of God. Whereas it would seem from the nature of things, 
that a creature with the same powers of body and mind 
that man possesses, was wanting to complete the six days 
work of the Creator. When we are told, there iras not a 
man to till the ground, the meaning is, that a husbandman 
was necessary. When God created and formed man, and 
fave him universal dominion on earth, he was, as far as 
we can discover, like the human family in general. from 
infancy to manhood ; such acreature as all the rest of the 
creation needed, to render it complete. So far then, eve- 
ry thing appears in harmony with every thing dbout it. 
Hence, no sooner was man created than God blessed him. 
and commanded him to be fruitful,to muiliply and re- 
Plenish the earth, and to subdue it. ‘God pronounced ev- 
ry thing he had made to be very good; and indeed, it 
would be very strange were it otherwise, there being no 
‘ack of wisdom, power or goodness inthe Creator. Adam 
pai made in the image of his Maker, because he was to 

ave dominion and exercise power over other creatures, as 
well as to receive Jaws and rules to regulate his own con- 














duct. Now the whole duty of man may be deduced from 
the two cominands given him at creation, viz. : to be 
fruttful and multiply and replenish the earth, and to swb- 
due it. AndI verily believe that a few sensible discour- 
ses, developing and applying the original meaning of these 
three or four words, would have a more direct tendency to 
lead people in the tiue path of their destination, as ration- 
al beings, than all the spiritual! comments, on the dook of 
Canticles, that have been composed, fiist by the Jews and 
then by Christians. Those few words, be frui/ful and 
multiply, replenish and subdue the earth, as connected with 
the natura] state of Adam, include all the duties of social 
life, and impose the obligations of education in the useful 
arts and sciences as they become necessary in the increas- 
ing state of the world. The earth is not yet wholly sub- 
dued, nor replenished with so many inhabitants as it might 
be made to support ; consequently, men cannot plead ex- 
einption from those primary injunctions. 


Man was originally made of the dust of the earth ; 
which is good evidence that he was mortal, and like all 
other organized bodies, must in time decay, fall in pieces 
or die. But, my friend, there is nothing disheartening in 
this ; for, as a miracle made man at first, so another may 
raise bim again; and of this christians have very encour- 
aging hopes. 

What took place before creation we are wholly unable 
to conceive ; but as soon as man was created and provi- 
ded with an help-meet, the laws of nature were put in op- 


God, commenced, as to human beings. No more miracles 
were then wrought, than what were necessary,to answe: 
particular purposes. When Adam was fist formed, we 
may suppose he was like what We cal! a corpse, till the 
Creator breathed into his nostrils, or inflated his lungs 
with air y when he became a liv_ng soul or animal. But 
we are not free fiom difficulties . for the new-born son o: 
child, had ro human nurse 5; ne tether of niother to nour- 
ish and protect him ; and without an Immediate miracle 
he must have perished. 
the size of an infant, of a youth, or a man, he may be con- 
sidered helpless, as others would be, unless miraculously 
provided for. But I think it most rational to contemplate 
the Deity as the provident father and guardian of the new- 
born children, instructing and educating them by means 
ajlapted to their condition. Let us proceed to the accoun 
given of them in the garden. 


How long Adam resided there before Eve was present- 
ed to him, we are not informed. But he had been so fai 
notified of her formation, and the end for whichshe was 
made, that he was not at all surprised, but aptly named 
her woman : because she was taken from man. Though 
unciothed, they had not the sensations and _ reflections 
of those brought up in civilized society, under similar cis- 
cumstances. 

The third chapter of Genesis opens with a declaration 
of the uncommon subtlety of the Serpent, of whom this is 
the first mention. The conversation between the serpent 
and Eve follows, respecting the forbidden fruit ; from 
which it appears that the mother of our race was forbid 
den to touch, as well as to ea/ the fruit of the interdicted 
tree. The serpent had a pretty correct idea of the im- 
mediate effects of the tree, aud said, when ye shall have 
eaten thereof your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be 
as Gods, knowing good and evil ; and the result was as 
predicted. (See verses 6 and 22.) 


One thing by the way is certain, viz. ; as neither Adam 
nor Eve did die a natural deathon the day of transgres- 
sion, we must conclude something different was meant by 
the punishment threatened. And how can we so well as- 
certain what it was, as hy looking at the consequences 
which actually and immediately followed the transgress- 
ion? When God said, In the day thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die, he must evidently mean, what did really 
take place as the effect of disobeying the prohibition ; so 
that when that effect is ascertained, according to the rec- 
ord, the meaning of the threat will be equally clear. 

Now I do most solemnly call on you, my dear friend, 
and all who may read this letter, of whatever denomina- 
tion, to lay aside all preconceived notions about Adam’s 
fall, and attend to apiece of ancient history, in which an 
account of it, if it were true, would be recorded ; and as 
the narration of the facts is short, you are requested to 
eceive your ideas as directly from it as possible ; and not 


deceive yourself by associating with the words and phra-' 
ses of the historian, all the notions and dogiwas which the— 





ologians have supposed him to teach. I shall begin with 


eration, and, what is called the ordinary providence of 


For whether Adam was born of 





the 7th verse of the 3d chapter, and learn the effect of the 
ficst sin, on the man and woman, 

The immediate effect of the first transgression, as de- 
clared in Genesis, chapter 3d, was, that the eyes of therm 
both, Adam and Eve, were opened, and they kuew they 
were naked; aud they sewed fig leaves together for 
aprons, &c. &c. Then follows the declaration of the sen- 
tence against them for disobeying their Maker, which, be 
it what it may,is all which was originally intended by the 
denunciation—in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die. These are the words of the sentence, viz. : 
“ But to the woman, he said, I will greatly multiply thy 
sorrow and thy conception ; in sorrow thou shalt bring 
forth children ; and thy desire shall be to thy childrea 
and he shall rule over thee.” Now if we look at the con- 
tents of verses 16 and 17, in which the daws aud terms un- 
der which they lived and acted, are promulgated, we muet 
consider the final sentence passed, according to judicial 
proceedings. And whatis it? Does it order the woman 
to be hang, stoned or burnt to ashes, orin any other way 
deprived of natural life, which is the common acceptation 
of the word death ? Much less does it denounce an eter- 
nity of misery in an invisible state, where is neither mar- 
riage, multiplication nor conception? Certainly not.— 
The simple declarationis, that her, sorrows and concep- 
tions would be multiplied ; which must imply that it 
she had not disobeyed, some inconvenience would have 
been endured ; otherwise it would be like multiplying a 
inere cypher. Had the penalty been that Eve should re- 
main childless, I think it would have been still more se- 
vere ; and she might have murmured as did a venerable 
lady of old—give me children or I shall die. 

The other part of the declaration—* thy desire shall be 
to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee,” expresses 
nothing harsh or improper. It simply implied that she 

hould prefer him to all others, and that he was authori- 
sed to be the first among equals. No virtuous woman, 
worthy to be called an help- meef, wauld wish iv bawe the 
sentence reversed ; and no man who maintains his proper 
dignity will abuse @ privilege by which he is to take the 
prudential lead, in the arduousand difficult concerns of 
life, (70 be continued.) 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 





Mr. Emiror—If you think the following letter may be the 
means of carrying reproof to the minds and consciences of 
any who have been engaged in the low and evil work of dis- 
tributing the wicxed pamphlet which it notices, you are at 
liberty pF nea it. Perhaps it is stooping too low to notice 
a piece of such a character; indeed, the pamphlet itself is be- 
neath notice. But when we see persons of high standing in 
the christian church, engaged in spreading it abroad, and pro- 
nouncing it good, their conduct ought to be noticed, and their 
names exposed to public view, that, if they will not retract, 
they may receive their just reward, viz: the contempt of all 
haters of profanity and slander; for by these is the work char- 
acterized. {fsucb are the measures which christians are go- 
ing to pursue in opposition to one another, I think that a few 
missionaries from some heathen vation might be profitably 
employed among us, that if we know not how to act as chris- 
lians, they nay teach us, at least, how to act as men. 

Yours, &c. S. C. 

Waterville, April 21st, 1824. 


LETTER TO REV. MR. HOLT, 


Pastor of the Congregational Church in Bloomfield, (Me.) 


Rev. Sin—Several months ago l was on a visit eastward, 
anda sinall pamphlet was handed me by a friend, entitled 
‘The Doctrine of (/niversal Salvation clearly stated, incontes- 


tibly proved, and faithfully applied, in a Sermon preached and 


published, by a Doctor of the Sect.” In reading this pamphlet 
I found it to be a miserable attempt at the employment of wit, 
to burlesque the doctrine of God's impartial grace, and to slan- 
der believers, and — preachers, of that doctrine. | was 
informed that even the Calvinists in that part of the country, 
regarded it as an*infamous work, and were astonished at the 
dreadful depth of wickedness into which, doubtless, some prea- 
cher of their own order, had fallen. 

But infamous as this * Sermon” appeared, I was desirous of 
procuring a copy of it to lay up with my records and jourvals 
asa memorial of the malicious rage of some of ny enemies 
in 1823. And although the copy banded me, was the only one 


known to have been sent into that part, vet ! obtained leave 
to keep it, because | had not the least expectation of ever hay - 
ing an Opportunity to obtain One in this section of the country 
for I could not call to mind any person near, in public life, of 
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whom I cou'd entertain so unfavorable an opinion, as to be- 
lieve that he would stoop to be engaged in distributing a piece 
of such acharacter. But, be assured, Rev. Sir, | was not a 
little surprised, when, soon after my return Lome, I found that 
you were engaged in circulating the same work, and were en- 
deavoring to pass it as a good likeness of the doctrine of Univer- 
sa] Salvation. 

it was not until after mature reflection, and considerable 
hesitation, on account of my youth, that I could make up my 
mind to address you on this subject, and to use that plainness 
which the nature of the case requires. But finally, | feel it to 
he my duty, as a friend to the religion of Jesus, to expostulate 
with you on your conduct. When a person of your high call- 
ing, one who is gazed upon by the world without as a leader in 
the christian church, engages in so public a slander against his 
brethren who differ from him in some points of doctrine, it be- 
comes the duty of those who feel engaged for the honor of the 
wounded cause of the meek and friendly Jesus, to stand forth 
‘against such “spiritual wickedness in high places.” And in 
the present case it is a duty that | owe to myself, to plead not 
guilly to the high charges which you have been circulating a- 
gainst me, 

You have charged me with adhering tg the practice of vice 
rather than of virtue, (p.2.) You have charged me with lov- 
ing all kinds, even the most abominable, of wickedness, and 
Wishing its eternal continuance, (pp. 5, 6.) Yes, you have 
charged me with earnestly longing for the universal prevalence 
of every vice and irregularity, (pp. 8,9.) And the same char 
ges you have given out against all believers in the doetrine of 
impartial salvation, and my brethren in the ministry in par- 
ticular. 

Are you prepared. Sir, to maintain these charges? If not, 
can you go again and minister at the sacred altar, until you 
have determined to acknowledge your error, and take back 
the slander, as far as you have spread it abroad? (See Matt. 
v. 23, 24.) Can you call on your audience to Do unio others 
as they would thet others should do unto them, and at the same 
tiie persist in abusing your neighbors, Speaking all manner of 
evll agoinst them fulsely ? 

Should you here plead that you are not the author of the 
* Sermon”? under consideration, | must answer, by circulating 
this anonymous piece, and giving it your approbation, you 
have adopted it as your own: and itts for you to stand forth 
in its vindication, or acknowledge the wrong. 

I will now proceed to take soine notice of the misrepresenta- 
There is no need of noticing any particular 
part or parts of your “ Sermon,” for the same strain is pre- 
erved through the whole. It all along represents Universal- 
ism as denying all punishment of vice, and holding to wicked 
men going to heaven in their sins. At first I tried, as the most 
charitable construction that] could put on your conduet, to 
ascribe it toa want ofinformation. But finally I could not 
possibly make myself believe, that, with all your opportunities 
tor information, you were so totally ignorant of our sentiment 
as to think that this isa just representation. And, indeed, I 
have since been credibly :oformed, that you profess to under- 
tand the Universal] sentiment. Then you knew, we maintain 
wat, sooner or later, every man shali be recompensed accord- 
ing to his deserts; that it is impossible for men to be happy in 
in; that heaven consists in holy reconciliation to God, im be- 
ing co-workers together with God in full possesstoa of the same 
spirit; and, of course, that it is impossible for a man to go to 
heaven mm his sins, or for any unclean thing to enter there— 
All this you knew. Therefore, it was an intended misrepresen 
tution; it Was an attempt to urge on others, as truth, what you 

new to be falsehood; to represent, in your counterfeit sermon 
iat we believe that mankind are going to heaven ia thea sins; 
it the fott ring dru ikard shall reel to S lory, ¥c. 
Letus now cl places for a moment, and suppose you 
juiced party. By attaching yourself to the Calvinistic 
cenomination, you are fairly supposed to believe that there is 
a certain elect portion of the human family who will certainly 
be saved; and that this elected number includes some of the 
very worst of sinners. . 

Now whet if LT should write a piece, and send it out 
into the world, uncer the name of a Calvinistic Sermon. 

Preached and published by a Doctor of the Sect,” 1 p- 
resenting Calvini as believing that all the elect, many 
of whom are the very worst of charactere, are going to 
heaven in their sias. ‘That those of the elect who are 
* drunkards,” shali* reel” into heaven: th 
and revilers shall have their seats there; and that to all 
eternity they shall there have as bad characters for com- 
pany, as the worst that inhabited S«/om before that city 
ned? What, dear Sir, would you think of my 
conduct? You would doubtless pity my weakness, and 
look with indignatéton and contempt on my wickedness; 
especially of I intended to circulate it among people who 
are iguorant of the Calvinistic sentiment. And [ must 
say to you, as Nathan said to David, “ Thou art the man” 
whose cenduct, in character, has been precisely the same. 

You believe that God sent his Son for a certain pur- 
pose, and that his purpose will be accomplished. We 
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with longing for its universal prevalence and eternal con- 
tinuance. No; we desire not the continuance of sin; 
and 1 am really grieved that you, dear Sir, have contiriued 
so long under its reign, as the circumstance before us 
seems to prove. “ Therefore we both labor and suffer 
reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the 
Saviour of all men, especially of those that believe.” 

But it is not to us alone that reproach is dealt out. 
While you reproach us as fiiends and loveis of sin, be- 
cause we believe that all sin ane suffering will, in due 
time cease, and that all God's offspring will be brought by 
the Saviour to unite in his holy service, your reproach is 
also aimed at the heavenly angel, a part of whose gospel 
message is taken to head this guilty “Sermon.” And the 
Son of God too, who came “to seek and to saye that 
which was lost,” and who represents himself to be as 
faithful as the shepherd, who would not leave one lost 
sheep unfound, He must be charged with being a friend 
and encourager of sin. (Just as the Jews reproached 
him. Yes; and Jehovah himself, because he * sent his 
Son to be the Saviour of the world,” and assures us that 
the wok “shall prosper in his hand ;” because he hath 
“made known unto us the mystery of his will, according 
to his good pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself ; 
that in jhe dispensation of the fulness of times, he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ;” Him, too, 
your davling pamphlet charges with being a friend to sin, 
and with wishing its eternal continuance. (And I am not 
certain but that you really believe that God wishes the 
eternal continuance of sin, for you appear to think ita 
very wicked thing for me to believe that all sin will ever 
come to an end.) 

In sho:t, the pamphlet under ccensideration exceeds all 
that ever I read, for slander. misrepresentation, and daring 
presumplion. And I greatly wonder at your being en- 
gaged in circulating it, if it were only objectionable for 
its tulgarily of language. The “ Hymn,” in particular, 
on the last page, is enough to make the very paper blush. 
I think that the most unpolished sailor must yiela the 
palm to those clergymen who can write or vend such a 
piece, if a palm is due for excelling in bawdy song. And 
he must acknowledge those clergymen to be his superiors 
in unblushing boldness too, for he would not be so inde- 
cent as to put his vulgar stuff into print, and send it out 
among the refined females of honorable rank, but would 
only hum it over in companies whose ears are suited to it. 

To conclude: Rey. Sir, as much as you regard the 
honor of the christian name, and respect your sacred 
office, I entreat you catefully to look over your conduct; 
and if you cannot see it to agree with the spirit of the 
blessed Jesus, whose whole waik breathed love and good 
will to men, then acknowledge your sin as publicly as you 
have comunitted it; and “ All things whatsoever ye would 


‘that men should do to you, do ye even so to them.” 


An answer to this is desirable.* 
Yours in the bonds of the Gospel, 
SYLVYANUS COBB. 
Rev. Mr. Hort. 
Waterville, Feb. 11, 1824. 


*The Rev. gentleman has not seen fit to answer this. 
Whether he persists in circulating said piece of madness and 
folly, Ido not know. It was hoped that, if he still viewed 
his conduct to be right, he would come forward, and endea- 
vor to show us fairly that we are really guilty of what he has 
charged us with: but, if he saw himself in the wrong, that, at 
least, he would show himself as penitent as Judas, and pub- 
licly acknowledge the sim which was publicly committed. 
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FRIEN DSHIP. 


During the time in which man roamed the wild, an un- 
tutored savage, fed on the victims of the chase, and 
viewed the azure sky and the beautifully variegated scene- 
ry of the earth with a Jook of stupid wonder, the charms 





intercourse and association awakened no joyous sensa- 
tions in the cold and uncultured breast of the mountaineer. 
Life’s fleeting day was passed in traversing the lonely 
desertin quest of food, in constructing some rude dwelling 


The unassociated wanderer never felt his 
palpitating bosom thrill with the anticipated enjoyments 
of domestic felicity, or the calm joys of a social fire-side. 
No brightening star of hope shone on the future prospect, 
cheering his dreary pilgrimage with promised happiness. 
No heart participated his sorrows, no eye mingled tears 
with his. No confidence existed, to no faithful bosom 
could he impart his secrets, and fiom no trusty brother 
could he réceive the sweet solace ef advice. He lived 
alone, wild as the mountains, unfeeling as the tempests, 

ng existence. But 


wild beasts. 


‘he ; ' 
and destitute of one moment of endeari: 





believe the same. You believe that all those wham God 
purposed to save through the mediation of Jesus, will, by 
the agency of his Spirit of gra be cleansed from all 
sin, an I Lent rut L pure Lholy state. We beleve 
t} ve And } , that this glorious work of 
salvation will in such a way, as to do no | 
vio! Tih 1 Gad has civen man. And 
now, | ause We Ocicve that the gospel plan of salvation 
mupuces more tban you susiem emodreces, We must Dt 


when the destitution and misery of his state becaine in- 
tolerable, wnen man ascertained that he could alleviate 
the dreariness of solitude by a free communication of 
t ht apd feeling, by an unrestrained interchange of 


charged with being lovers and encouragers of sin, and} 


ance, being garlanded with flowers of immortal] amaiant} 
blooming and blushing beneath the sun of FRIENDSHIp. 
By the united exertions of society, the inhospitable wilde,. 
ness becomes a garden, and the place once resoundiy, 
with the howl of the wolf or hyena, vocal in hymns of 
gratitude to the Parent of Creation. When refinemen;. 
in the arts of life polish and sublime the latent suscep). 
bility of the soul, when they give the highest zest ;, 
enjoyment, exalting the feelings by the noblest Prospects 
of good, and joining man in the silken cords of friena. 
ship; existence in this state may be said to possess j;, 
highest point, to have attained the zenith of its beauty, 
Yet what are all the blandishments of friendship, ti. 
temporary regards of the sincerest hearts and the mixe4 
happiness this world can supply, when brought in compe. 
tition with the endless beatitude of the celestial paraidjse ' 
But although the mingled cup of delights which we dyigi 
in this life is not filled with unalloyed felicity, shal] ye 
dash it from our lips and spuin the proffered blessing, 
when it constitutes aJl the harmony of being, as it is ay, 
endearing pledge of the love of God to man? = Shall! y 
entirely disapprove of the exercise of benevolent aficc. 
tion, shall we chill each friendly sensation and laugh «: 
the heart-born tears of parting relations? Shall we trea: 
the tenderest feelings with rude and apathetic indiffe- 
rence? Shall we make such appalling representations o; 
the most cordial friendship, as will induce mankind again 
to seek the seclusion of woods and mountains, to become 
wild as the tenants of the forest? Shall we break Up 
society and sever every remaining ligament of brother. 
hood by reducing man to the savageness of his solitar, 
state? Yes, if the engaging, the inviting connexions with 
which life abounds must finally be sundered in such a 
manner as will wring each feeling bosom with unimmagi- 
nable anguish. Behold the fond mother weeping over the 
senseless corpse of her departed daughter, lifting up her 
eyes, brimful of tears, and saying, would to God I had 
died for you, my daughter! O my daughter! Would you 
not say that it had been far better for the a{° ized moth. 
er to have viewed her child with the most pe; ct indiffe- 
rence? no, for while she gazes on that pallid ci eek, while 
she intensely examines every lineament of hér counte- 
nance, while she beholds the remaining tiaits of youthfuh 
bloom, 


‘¢ Refore decay’s effacing fingers, 
“ Have swept the lines where beauty lingers,” 


she, by an eye of faith, sees her emaciated child joining 
in the endless anthem of heaven, and repasting on the 
smile of God. But if death, or any after occurrence. 
should make an endless separation, friendship only tanta- 
lizes man with an illusory appeaiance of happiness, 
which will terminate in the inmost pungent and unavailing 
lamentation. As we are informed that from God cometi 
every good and evgiy perfect gift, and also that his gifts 
are without repentance, and that he giveth to all, life, 
and breath, and alk things, we may rest assured that 
friendship is a good gift, that it is given without repent- 
ance, and that it will eventuate happily to all who have 
tasted of its sweets. Did we embrace the op, osite ides, 
we should deserve the highest commendation ior the in- 
cessant exercise of our every faculty in preventing the 
formation of one sincere friendship, lest some after day 
might consign one of the parties to the quenchless volcano 





of society had litthe Influence; the delights of friendly | 
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of hell, and receive the other to the empyrean realms cf 
saints and seraphims. Were this our belief, we would 
endeavor to render mankind inanimate, to repress each 
ceutie rising of the soul, and make it as destitute of sym- 
pathy as a mountain of arctic ice. But when we witness 
the irrepressible grief of an afflicted parent at the loss ol 
a darling child, when we discover the yearnings of his 
beart, as burst the cords that beund him to his son, we 
feel confident in saying, thet the God of mercy never 
designed this poignant sorrow for the misery of man, but 
for the purpese of showing him that earthly friendship is 
transitory, and that heavenly fiiendship endureth forever ; 
where he shail meet his child in the indestructable climes 
of rest. 

No other view of the subject can afford the least catis- 
faction to the aching heart, or ease the anguish of the 
toitured soul; but this harmonizes the word and works 
of God, and gives life a cheering cordial. It exhibits the 
flood of death bridged by the rainbow of the covenant, 
and smoothed by the preceding ark of the Lord. When 
we discover this frigadship shall be lasting, and that, al- 
though begun in this world, it will continue through at 
succeeding worlds, we exclaim, 


There ic a land of pure delight, 

Where friends once parted shall unite, 

And meeting on that blissful shore 

With fond embrace, shall part no more. 
[Boston Universalist Mi gazin 
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To have religion upon authority and not upon convi 
tion, is like a finger-watch, to be set forwards or backwar‘t 
as he pleases that has it in keeping.” 
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6) AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL. 
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Inthe absence of the Editor of the Intelligencer, we take 
ghe hberty of inserting the following interesting correspondence 
from the «¢ Universalist Magazine,” between the venerable 
Sitmon Dorron, Esq. of Cavendish, (Vt.) and Rev. Hosea 
Baruoe, of Boston; which, we feel confident; vill be accepta- 
pie to its readers. This venerable patriarch has written and 
published several pamphlets in defence of the doctrine of Uni. 
versal Benevolence, and in his life and conversation dene 
honor to the christian profession. His house, we have often 
aid, has ever been the sufferer’s asylum and the pil- 
b. 


heard it ¢ 
syim’s home. 

Sag SE: BALLOU, 
ai oo Grand Father, SaLmMon DvuTTon, Esq. of 
Cavendish, (Vt.) not being able to write himself, has re- 
quested me to write the following letter to you which I 
nnn penned verbatim from his own lips. 

A. WHEELER, Jun. 


CAVENDISH, May 7, 1824. 

Dear Brother,—These are to inform you of the. present 
situation of my body and mind. I have not enjoyed a 
well day since 1 saw you in Mr. Bowen's office, about 
the 24th or 25th of September, 1822, w hich was caused 
vy my taking a bad cold the day after convention, on my 
way toBoston. Ihave experienced but little pain during 
my sickness, and my mind has been very calm and clear, 
uid my judgment and memory remain unimpaired. Bya 
long and happy experience, l find the sentiment i embra- 
ed more than fo."¥ years ago, waich was in the meridian 
of my life, (being? now in my eighty-first year) to be a 
-ood sentiment $¢ live by, as itis a faith which works by 
ove. and purifies the heart, and causes the Subject to put 
his trustin God. Which sentiment I obtained by a per- 
severing and prayerful search of the Scriptures; which I 
was induced to, by the different and contradictory systems 
that were taught in the world. It was my heart's desire 
and prayer to God, that the truth might be made clear to 
my understanding. This was all previous to my having 
‘oy human aid. I think that the writings of Shipp: 
Townsend of Bostom,and a book wrilten-by James Relip, 
were among the first on the subject which I read, and 
which proved very iistructive to my mind. I think it 
vas not many years afteravards when I formed an ac- 
waintance with yourseli—and in a short time ou; 
acquaintance beeome very intimate, and from you: 
veaching and private conversation, I have received much 

truction and edification. I am constrained to make 
mention of this, from sincere and humble gratitude to 
God, for so great favors bestowed on me, through your 
instrumentality. ‘r] find it is net only a good principle to 

» by, but also,‘co die by, as it has been a great sourcp 
of comfort in my old age, and bed of sickness—My medi 
tations have been sweet and comfortable, fiee from any 
‘arful apprehensions of an bereafter. A, 

[ view myself now, yery near my end, and if I could 
receive a consolatory letter from you before I depart, 
siorming me of your health and enjoyment, and such 
other matter as you may think proper, it would be very 
cratefully reccived. 

If it should be considered, that the substance of this 
letter, should be worthy a place in your Magazine, it is 
my desire, that it may be inserted soon, or in the fifth 
volume of the same. 

This letter being written verbatim fromm my own words, 
I wish to have it read in the same way and manner, as 
*nough I had written it myself. And so I remain your 


sincere and Joying Brother, SALMON DUTTON. 





REPLY. 
Boston, May 11, 1824. 
Venerable Sir and Dear Brether, 

I return you my sincere thanks for your favor of the 
th inst. Although it gives me to understand that there 

no probability of my ever having the satisfaction of 
ecing you again in this transitory world, vet it presents 
oe with your dying testimosy in honor of that blessed 
‘aith, which you long since sought and found, and which 

ou have ever esteemed as a mest precious treasure. 

Phe opposers of this faith have often said, that it 
ild do to live by, but that it would fail of giving con- 
ition in death. You, dear brother, are enabled to 
tre your friends and the world, that the doctrine which 

aces the whole human family, as heirs of iinmortality 
' eternal life, which are bsought to light through the 
“pel. has been a constant source of comfort in life. and 
ow at its close the staff on which you reciine in peace. 
su have Yeen enabled to defeud the truth by your 
‘ i?) 


valuable publications, so it seems to be the will of God, 
that you should add your dying testimony to all your 
past efforts to defend and support the truth. Thanks be 


|to God for bis goodness. 


Brother Dutton, should this reach you while living, be 
assured that I feel desirous of presenting you with my 
dying testimony in accordance and in ufison with your 
own; for though I may have years yet to live in this 
world, yet this communication is, no doubt, my last to 
you; and, in a sense, is the same as if it were my last to 
the world. We have travelled in mind in great harmo- 
ny; we have seen wonders wrought in advancing our 
precious faith, and we have reason to rejoice with suita- 
ble triumph in the name of Him to whom every knee shall 
bow, and whom every tongue shall confess to be Lord, to 
the glory of God, the Father, 

My health, which was much reduced in consequence of 
@ greater pressure of business, and more imcessant labor, 
after I came to this city, than even a good natural censti- 
tution was able to sustain without damage, has been, on 
the whole, improving for more than two years, and is now 
better than it has been for several yea:s past. I have 
likewise the satisfaction of witnessing a truly wonde:ful 
increase of rational religion and liberal ptinciples. Even 
Orthodoxy itseif begins to borrow some features froin 
liberal sentiments, net only to hide some of her native 
defects, but that she may attract attention by charms 
which are not her own. You, my venerable father in 
Israel, cay, with the fullest confidence say, as did Simeon 
of old, when in his withered arms he held the blessed Sa- 
viour; * Now lettest thou thy servaut depart in peace, 
according to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy sal- 
vation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of 
thy people Israel.” So may it please God, that your last 
moments may be as tranquil as the unruffled lake, when 
the soft beams of the setting sum are reflected from its 
bosom, and leave a promise of a glorious morning to 
come. Yours affectionately, 


HOSEA BALLOU. 





fes>Our readers, no doubt, will be gratified that we have 
commenced the publication of the very interesting Letter which 
will be found on our first page, from the pen of the late vener 
able Judge Tuacner, of Biddeford, on the subject of the * Fal] 
of Man, ayd the New Birth.” Its length precludes our insert- 
ing it in One paper entire ; but feel convinced that readers will 


peruse With satisfaction and wait with pationte for each suc- | 


ceeding number until it is completed. 





Br. LEvi BricGs, who for sometime past has been 
laboring in the vineyard of our Lord and Master, at West- 
minster, has recently removed to Haverhill, Mass. May 
the Great Head of the Church accompany him with suc- 


cess, and overshadow him with the wings of his love. 





BOUNTY OF GOD, 

How varions and bow useful is the provision which He 
has made for the support, convenience and delight of the 
Immense family of his creatures, at the head of which is 
man! All eyes wait upon kim, and he giveth them their 
meat in due season; he openeth his bountiful hend and 
.atisfieth the desires of all. Amazing provisions for such 
an innumerable family! Not only does the God of Proy- 
idence make provision for our support and comfort, but 
i 3 9 
for our animetion and delight. Over our heads is extend- 
ed a canopy of most beautiful azure; and undex our feet 
is Spread a verdant carpet—colours peculiarly easy and 
trateful to the eye, soothing to the mind, and exhilirating 
to the spjrits.—O, that men would praise the Lord for his 
roodness.—N ORTON. 

[comMMUNICATED.] 
10 the Editor of the Christian Intelligencer, 

DEAR Br.—A certain friend of mine, who is a very re- 
spe¢table clergyman, professing orthodoxy, has engaged to 
correspond with me in your columns. in candid and friend- 
ly controversy, upon religious doctrines; he vindicating 
Calvinism, and the writer, Universalism. Should you 
give yeur consent to onr proposition, you will please to 
forward this paper to Rev. Mr. G—-, of H—, who will 
recoguize this article to be from his friend. It is expect- 
ed that be will commence in the next number, on such 
ground as he is at liberty toelect; and I promise to return 
a réepey 12 the succeeding paper. While ] cam haye no 
doubt Qvt that he will write with ability and genesous 
candour; he may be assured of as great an exercise of 





J couversaiion in the world, and also by several beharity and fairness op my part. 


A UNIVERSALIST. 








RELIGIOUS NOTICE. ‘ 

The Subscribers take this method to notify the public, 
that the EasTRRN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS will 
be convened at the Centre Meeting House in Furmingion, 
on Wednesday and Thursday the 23d and 24th of June. 

The Rev. WiLtitamM A. Drew will make arrangements 
te entertain the ministering brethren, 

The Council will hold its sessions at the Academy-Hall, 
near the place of public service. 

The singers and musicians will be provided with a room 
in which they can make their own arsangements, and 
practice the tunes designed to be performed. 

‘Suitable exertions wiil undoubtedly be made on the part 
of the brethren of this Society, to provide accommodations 
for as many Of their friends and brethren of other towns 
as possible. 

It is hoped that the ministers and delegates, as also the 
ehoristers will assemble at the Academy-Hall as early on 
Wednesday morning as convenient. 

JAMES BUTTERFIELD, 
CHARLES SAVAGE, 
JOSEPH HISCOCK, 


Committee of 


Arra neements. 





INSTALLATION. 

On Thursday, the 13th instant, the Rev. SEBASTIAN 
STREETER, formerly of Portsmouth, N. H. was installed 
Pastor of the First Universalist Church and Society in the 
City of Boston. Introductory Prayer, by Rev. Barnzinuia 
STREETER, of Salem; Sermon, by the Rev. Russe. 
STREETER, of Portland; Consecrating Prayer, by Rev. 
Hosea BaLuonu, 2d. of Roxbury; Charge and Delivery 
of the Scriptures, by Rev. THomas Jones, of Gloucester ; 
Right Hand of Fellowship, by Rev. Hosea BaLwov, ot} 
Boston; Concluding: Prayer, by Rev. Enwarp TURNER, 
of Portsmouth ; Benediction by the Pastor installed.— 
The services were instructive, and well calculated to prov: 
ihe correctness of the doctrine they meulcate. The House 
which has lately been repaired and decorated, was fillec 
with a fashionable auditory.—Columbian Centine/. 

[We learn from Boston that a copy of the Sermon ha 
been requested for the press, but whether it will be fur 
nished, we are not informed. } B 

DEDICATION, &c. 

The Universalist Meeting House lately erected to the 
town of Chatham, county of Barnstable, (Mags.) was ded- 
cated on Wednesday last; and Rev. CaLvin Munnor, 
was ordained Pastor over the Society on the same day.- 
Part culars in our next. 

ee ns enn 


MARRIED 
In this town, by Elder S. Rand, Mr. Noble S. Briggs to 
Miss Hannah House. 
By Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Samuel Thurston to Miss Mary 
Ti ker 
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In this town, Mr. Gabriel La Fogue, aged 36.—Miss 
Mary Cushman, aged 20. Charles, son of Mr. Porter Sands 
aged 9 months.—Mrs. Polly Mark§, aged 56. 

In North Yarmouth, ov Friday last, suddenly, Hon. Ammi 
R. Mitchell, aged 62, 

In Livermore, 14th April last, Samuen Bensasinx, Esq. ag. 
70, after a painful illness, which he bore with christian resig- 
nation. For more than forty years the deceased had been 
a firm, unwavering believer in the glorious Gospel of God's 
universal salvation, As in life, his faith, which works by 
love, purified his heart and hada happy influence upon his 
conduct, so in death it sustained him and insured peace and 
tranquility. We bave been informed, that just before be ex- 
pired, he cast his hopeful eyes upon a respected friend whe 
stood by, witnessing his last dreadful struggles, and said “I 
know it has been asserted that Universalism may do to live 
by, but will not do to die by; but tell the world that l know 
it is ercellent to live by, and far better to die by. 

Mr. Benjamin was one of the Revolutionary heroes, whose 
toils, sufferings, and blood, obtained owr national inde- 
pendence. Seven years, three months and twenty-one days 
was he then engaged inthe service of his beloved couutry ; 
during the greater part of which time, he sustained different 
commissions, under Washington. He was engaged in the 
first battle at Lexington, and in the last at Yorktown, when 
he, as he informed the writer of this article, acted as Adjutant 
under Col. Scammel. Through the greatest partof the Rev- 
olution, he kepta diary of his own situation and of the 
events and circumstances of the army and nation. A journal 
which it were to be wished more military officers of that war 
had also kept for the benefit of posterity. These memoran- 
da are now in the possession of his family. At his int r- 
ment most or ail the officers who had held commissions n 
the town where he resided, assembled to show their last re- 
spects to a good and virtuous citizen, an affectionate husban¢, 
father and friend, and a Hero of the Revolution. —Com. 
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Universalist Hyion Books. 
A FEW copies of the HYMN BOOK, now in use by the 








Universalist Society in this town, for sale by NATHAN 
SAWYER, Bookbinder, corner of Temple spreet. 
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THE LAND OF REST. 


THERE is a land of glorious rest, 
Where pure and happy spirits rove, 
For ever and for ever blest, 
The land of spotless joy and love. 


O yes, there is a land of rest, 
Free from corroding grief and care ; 
No storms, no dangers there molest, 
Nor discord once shall enter there, 


The land of rest—the land of joy, 

Where quenchless glories meet and shine, 
Aud fit for angels its employ, 

For all its pleasures are divine. 


There is no land of rest beside— 

But where is this blest region found ? 
It is not bound by ocean tide, 

It is not upon earthly ground. 


Tis whece bright angels sweep the lyre, 
__ And spirits of the just repose ; 
Tis where the seraph’s living fire 

With undiminished ardor glows. 


Blest land, methinks I see thee now, 
All smiling in perennial bloom, 
With rapture thron’d on every brow, 
And flowers that breathe divine perfume. 


Then hail to thee, thou land of rest, 
And hail thy harps of holiest strains, 
And hail those crowns that grace the blest, 
Who rove along thy happy plains. 


But ah! that land of rest is far, 
And dark and trackless is the road; 
Yet Horr, a bright and glorious star, 
Points onward to the dear abode. 


Then what though stormy be the way, 
ae Though winds and surges beat and roar, 
They only drive from earth away, 

And urge to that celestial shore; 
And ‘mid the storm that voice is best, 
‘That whispers, “ There ’s a Land of Rest.” 

















i THE BIBLE. 

Che Bible is a brief recital of all that is past, and a 
certain prediction of all that is to come. It settles all 
matters in debate, resolves all doubts, eases the mind and 
conscience of all their scruples; it reveals the only living 
and true God, shows the way to him, sets aside all other 
gods, prescribes the vanity of them and all that trust in 
ljem; Inshovt, itis a book of laws to shew right and 
wrong, and a book of wisdom that condemns all folly, and 
makes the foolish wise, a book of truth that detects all 
lies and confutes all error, and a book of life that shews 
the way from everlasting death; it is the most compendi- 
ous book in the world, the most authentic, and the most 
entertaining history, that ever was published ; it contains 
the earliest antiquities, strange events, wonderful occur- 
rences, heroic deeds. and unparalleled wars. It will in- 
Struct the most accomplished mechanic and the profoundest 
artist, it will teach the best rhetorician, and exercise every 
power of the most skilful arithmetician; (Rev. (3, 18.) 
puzzle the wisest anatomist, and exercise the nicest critic. 
It corrects the vain philosopher, and guides the wisest 
astronomer; it exposes the subtle sophist, and makes 
divines mad. It is a complete code of laws, a perfect 
book of divinity. an unequalled narrative, a book of 
lives. a book of travels, and a book of voyages. It is the 
best covenant that ever was agreed on, the best deed that 
ever was selected, the best evidence that ever was pro- 

‘ced, the best will that ever was made, and the best 
testament that ever was signed. To understand it, is to 
be wise indeed, to be ignorant of it, is to be destitute of 
wisdom; it is the king's best copy, the magistrate’s best 
rule, the hause wile’s best guide, the servant’s best direct- 





it contains a choice grammar for the novice, and a pro- 
found treatise for the sage; it is the ignorant man’s dic- 
tionary, and the wise man’s directory; It 1s its Own sn- 
terpreter; it encourages the wise, the warrior, and the 
overcomer, and promises an eternal reward to the conque- 
ror, and that which crowns all, is, that the author is 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy, in whom is no 
variableness, nor shadow of turning. How valuable are 
the contents of such a book. It suits all orders, ranks 
and descriptions of men; it speaks with equal strictness 
and authority to the rich and honorable, and to the poor 
and ignoble, and adapts instructions to each of their 
understandings; the gift is worthy of the great author, 
and exerts his strict justice and mercy in the mind of 
every rational being--inexcusable is that person who does 
not read it often, and unwise is that man who gains no 
instruction from it concerning his future destiny. 





SPRING.--How beautiful is creation, and how wise and 
beneficent are the works of Providence! Well may we 
make this exclamation at the present season—when the bright 
orb of day darts his glorious rays upon the earth, dispelling 
the daimps and fogs of winter, and resuscitating animal nature. 
There is nothing to which the life of man has been compared 
more aptly, than to that of the seasons; their various chang- 
es of heat and cold; of storm and calm, resemble his tu- 
multuous life. At one time his imagination is dark and 
gloomy; passion rankles in his breast ; and while he is on 
the verge of venturing its malignant influence, some kindly 
yassion rises in opposition, and quells the threatening storm. 
Vere we to take the seasons, and their operation upon nature 
for our guide, it would be well for us. To prepare at one 
time of life for another, so that when the winter of old age 
should come upon us, we would not be left desolate.--Much 
preparation is necessary to make that dreary season com fort- 
able, when the vanities of the world cease to please, and 
when the most of our former associates are slumbering in the 
dust. Some think itis not worth while to prepare for the un- 
certain event of old age; this they will regret, should they 
arrive atit. At any rate, the practice of virtue cannot injure 
them--and itis equally commmendable in all ages.—B. Chr. 








FROM THE NANTUCKET INQUIRER. 


The Sick and the Dead—A sick chamber, while it affords 
the most extensive field for the active exercise of our best 
feelings, also demands a certain degree of judicious Sorbear- 
ance, which is seldom taken into consideration by those who 
have not the immediate care of the patient. It is too much 
the custom every where, and more particularly in villages and 
small towns. that, a8 soon asa case of sickness is reported, 
the multitude from all quarters—men, women, and children— 
near relatives, or distant neighbors, flock to the house of dis- 
tress, with agreediness which death alone can scarcely sati- 
ate. Most of these idle inquirers are actuated by motives in 
which humanity bears buta small share. They burst into 
the house, and, if possible, intothe very chamber of the suf- 
ferer :—crowd about the couch, gaping with useless curiosity ; 
whisper ominous prognostications ; intermeddle with the at- 
tendants or the physicians ; gather details enough for a gos- 
siping bulletin; and then fly off with all imaginable celerity 
and gratification, to tattle and retail the matter from house to 
house. Such practices are sufficient to convert a very slight 
ness into a confirmed fever-—and to hurry the patient from 
a bed of sickness to an untimely grave. 

The superintendance of the sick should be confided to as 
few attendants, and with as little alteration, as may be prac- 
ticable. Some experienced friend, whose discretion and forti 
tude would not be weakened by undue tenderness or sudden 
depression, should be procured-—-no language, but that of 
hope and encouragement, should be tolerated; and in some 
cases even very little of that—the suspicions of the sick should 
never be aroused by the repining groans, and long-winded 
sighs of simpering interlopers—in short, all who have no di- 
rect concern in the management of the invalid, should be en- 
tirely excluded. People, who imagine themselves to be per- 
forming acts of disinterested benevolence by their frequent 
visits to the sick for the mere purpose of asking questions, 
may rest assured that they cannot prepetrate greater deeds of 


cruelty. ‘They are like certain birds of prey which we have 
seen in South-Carolina, surrounding a fainished and perishing 


horse, and attempting to pluck out his eyes before they are 


yet closed forever ! 


What sight can be more disheartening to a diseased person, 


than, when awakening from some hideous dream which usual- 


ly accompanies bodily disorder, to behold a throng of dismal 


countenances filled with anxious depression, and foreboding 


the most fearful consequences? Do those who thus, perhaps 
heedlessly, sport with human infirmity, wish thereby to be 
recognized by the unfortunate object of their officious sympa- 


thy, as supereminently touched—asoverflowing with the “milk 
of human kindness !’—or do they calculate, by enacting such 
lugubrious horrors, to acquire a reputation for uncommon 
sensibility? We do not mean to assert that there is no such 
thing as natural grief, or fellow-feelings ; but the scene for 
the display of such affections is not a sick chamber. In 
some maladies, the imagination is excessively quick and ap- 
prehensive—from the indications of alarm or of pity which 
are manifested in his presence, or within his hearing, the sick 
man is = to draw the most appalling and fatal conclu- 
sions ;— 


espair, distraction and death may follow. 
There is another practice of a similar nature ;-awhich, in 


or, and the young man’s best companien ; : it is the school , acivilized community, deserves the highest reprobation ]j 
boy’s spelling book, and the learned man’s master piece ; 





is one which prevails too, we are sorry to confess, even amons 
females. We allude to the habit of intruding, at every possi. 
ble opportunity, upon the last solemn ceremony of t¢ on 
towards the dead! What are we to think of those, See 
without any claim, either of kindred or of acquaintance 
make a business of appearing at every funeral—thrustjn, 
themselves into the house of mourning to the exclusion oF 
actual friends—pressing forward with the utmost sang frojd 
toview the cadaverous remains of the departed—watchins 
with eager solicitude every look and movement of the moune 
ers--making observations on the arrangements, the dresse; 
the carriages, &c.—and thus collecting materials for te, 
table discussion, and abundantly sufficient to serve until the 
next equally interesting occasion ! © 





‘““ FEAR NOT.”--How wonderfully glorious, how charm. 
ing to the feeling soul, are the declarations of divine trut} 
which were uttered forth as symbols of the grace of God and 
the salvation of the world. When we contemplate the im- 
mense noige, the dreadful terrors which are employed with 
design to bring people to the knowledge of the gospel, the in. 
describahble torments with which they are threatened if they 
do not believe in some creed, which is but the offspring of 
human invention ; when we see the mighty efforts which are 
made to operate on the passion of fear, to promote religious 
purposes, we cannot but recollect the words of the angel to 
the shepherds: “ rear Nor.” If the gospel were fraught 
with such dismal terrors as we generally hear uttered forth 
from our ne pe why should this angel brake the solemn 
silence, which reigned among the shepherds, with language 
so consoling. Our preachers frequently inform us that our 
everlasting salvation is suspended on the improvement which 
we make of the discourse which we have heard; and en- 
deavor to awaken our fears that a few mowents more will 
carry us beyond the reach of mercy. But that heavenly 
messenger, whom God sent to announce the birth of Jesus 
held up no such terrors, but said: ‘rear not.”? Why was it 
not as necessary to preach terror then as now? Thiscelestia! 
messenger made himself of no consequence, did not intimate 
that if these shepherds did not believe him, their damnation 
was sealed forever; but said: “ For beold, I bring unto 
you glad tidings of great joy, which shall ,e unto all people.” 

a Uni. Magazine, 


REASON AND REVELATION. 

Reason is revelation’s elder brother.—The book of scrip- 
ture is the second edition of the book of nature, with most 
important additions. By reason we discover the existence of 
God, and some of his attribuves. By reason we ascertain 
and are convinced, that the Bible isthe word of God. By 
reason and common sense, on a frequent, careful and _serivus 
perusal of the holy scriptures, ‘we ought to satisfy our own 
minds what are the doctrines they contain, and the duties 
they enjoin, independent of all catechisms, creeds and coi- 
mandments of uninspired men, of whatever sect or denoni- 
nation. When this searching of the scriptures shall more 
generally prevail we may reasonably expect, that Christians 
will more generally harmonize in opinion and practice. 








In any adversity that happens to usin the world, we oughit to 
consider that misery and affliction are not less natural than 
snow or hail ; and it were as reasonable to hope for a year 
without storms as for a life without trouy’ s. Life, however 
sweet it seems, is a draught in which h’,ier ingredients are 
mingled—some drink deeper than others,“before they come at 
them ; but if they do not swim at the top for youth to come 
at them, itis ten to one, but old age will find them thick in 
the bottom. And it is the employment of faith and patience, 
and the work of wisdom and virtue, to teach us to drink the 
sweet parts with pleasure and thankfulness, and to swallow 
the bitter without complaint or reluctance We generally 
fancy ourselves more miserable than we really are, for want 
of taking a true estimate of things; wherefore we fly inte 
transports without reason. and judge of the happiness or ca- 
lamity of numan life by false lights. A strict inquiry into thet 
truth of matters will help us in the one, and comparison will 
set us right in the other. There is no accident so unfortu- 
nate, but wise men will make some advantage of it ; nor any 
so fortunate, but fools may turn it to their own prejudice. 
[t is often found, that to be armed against calamities with ¢ 
tranquil mind, is either a sure way to avoid them, or, at leat 
to protract the season of their arrival; and if there were 
nothing else in it, but the rendering them more tolerable whet 
they happen, it would be prudent to try the experiment. 


——_ 














“ Balfour's Inquiry.” 

7A few copies of Mr.“ Batrour's INQUIRY,” !¢ 
main on hand, which may be had at $2 60, if calle: for i™ 
mediately. ALSO, 

A series of Letters in defence of Divine Revelation. addres 
sed to Rev. Abner Kneeland, by Rev. H. Ballou—price $1. 
A volume of Sermons, by Rev. H. Ballou— price $3. 

A number of Sermons on various subjects—price 1? 1-2: 





— 


pinnate annie 
THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENC: is 
IS PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER SATURDAY MORNING: 
AT No. 6, EXCHANGE-STREET, 
BY RUSSELL STREETER, Epiror anp Propri£étoF 














TODD & SMITIUL........PRinrers. 











